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An example of the American notion of success is a family with a nice home, a few kids and never having to worry about money. More important than material things is the overall happiness of the family and how fulfilled they feel. By describing the ad, drawing connections between it and success, and thinking critically about the ad writers motives we can pick apart the advertisement and show exactly how it depicts the American notion of success. 

The top caption of the ad reads “LeSabre, The family’s safely home”, below that is a picture of a family in front of a house. In the background is a very well kept home drenched in the light of a yellow sunset opening up to a set of steps. On the steps is what appears to be a cohesive, happy family composed of a husband, a wife and to well raised children. The family appears to be cuddling over a magazine and two teddy bears. Each member of the family has a warm smile about their figure. The man is wearing a very apparent wedding ring that seems to stick out of the image. The center of the page contains safety information about the car shown below. The largest picture on the entire page is the object of the ad, the car itself. It is burgundy in color, and is depicted in a very relaxed and non-aggressive stance. Nothing about the car seems harsh or laud. Smooth curves and light shading highlight the vehicle.  The picture seems to radiate a sense of safety and expense. The overall ad is very well laid out and visually appealing. 


This advertisement depicts success in several ways. The family sitting on the steps seems to be the very model of success. They are well off, together, relaxed and most importantly, happy. The car represents safety and security, both of witch are required ingredients of a successful lifestyle. The text toward the middle of the page reinforces this idea of safety. Comments about the air bags and antilock brake system in the car give an overall impression of a protected environment to travel in. The exaggerated tinted windows seem to shield you from the outside world, an expression of independence. The caption at the top “LeSabre, the family’s safely home”, seems to mean that you are impervious to danger while riding in the car. The relaxed orientation of the vehicle represents a carefree, bliss kind of attitude. Happiness, security and safety are the most important aspects of success.


The advertisement seems to be targeted to middle age car buyers with a family, that are concerned with safety and quality. The text “LeSabre by Buick. Piece of mind” was probably chosen to give the impression of an overall well build car. The seemingly happy family at the top of the ad shows what a car buyer would like to have for a family. The ad writers almost made you believe that if you bought this car you will have a perfect family life and never have any problems. Keep in mind that the purpose of this ad is to sell more cars. The ad is cohesive and does not contradict itself. In short that ad does its job very well.

The ad is well put together and accomplishes its task very well. It represents all senses of success from a happy family, to a nice car, to a nice home. After reading the ad and looking at the pictures you feel as though the car is the only one you will ever have to buy. This ad is very representative of success. 

