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The Simpsons is a television show on the Fox Network that has aired for ten consecutive years and still counting.  The cartoon is a sitcom lasting twenty-two minutes not counting commercials.  Every Sunday night at around eight o’clock the main characters of Homer, Marge, Bart, Lisa, and Maggie Simpson entertain the audience.


The creators of the show make a satire of Marge being portrayed as a happy 1950’s housewife.  This clue helps us to identify the definition of success that the show illustrates as it pertains to women.  Marge’s excellent housewife skills, although satirical, have always ruined her professional interests.  Marge is an outstanding housewife but she is capable of achieving happiness in other ways.  Some of Marge’s responsibilities include Homer snuggling, cupcake baking, over-worrying, perpetual cleaning, TV violence crusading, diaper changing and over bearing mothering.  However Marge dose not just bake cookies and stand by her husband Homer.  She has not only served in Springfield’s Police Department but also has been a successful bowler, pretzel paddler, “listen lady”, real-estate agent, and Mr. Burns’ assistant.  Regardless, Marge’s professional success has always been short lived due to the fact that being a housewife is a full time job.  This illustrates that the American belief system is based on the man working.
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Marge, a successful housewife and a happy mother of three experiences a common anomaly that the author of The Feminine Mystique classifies as, “the problem that has no name”(15).  This problem can otherwise be understood as the psychological effects from being just a housewife.  The wife ponders the question is this it?  This is due to society’s brain washing of women using numerous advertisements.


In the episode of “Marge on the Lam”, Marge has a girls’ night out with her new neighbor Ruth Powers.  This leads to a series of wild adventures for the normally conservative Marge Simpson.  That episode is an example of achieving happiness in recreational activities outside the home.  This proves that Marge is suffering from this anomaly and that she is trying to combat it.


In another episode in season seven called “The Springfield Connection”, Marge became a member of the Springfield Police Department.  Her skills and interests were sharpened and she advances in he job until Homer starts to take advantage of his wife’s occupation. She also [image: image3.png]HOMER



finds out how corruption plays a big part in the Springfield Police Department.  In that episode Marge demonstrates to Homer and her family that she can do more than just be an excellent housewife and be very good at it.  But again her skills are not enough. She must also free herself from the slavery that is being a housewife.  In returning to the house however she unwillingly supports the American belief system.


In “Reality Bites”, Marge Simpson gets tired of sitting around the home front and decides to acquire a job selling real estate.  Here Marge fails because of the many vices involved with selling real estate.  At first Marge got the Member Jacket because she lied to the Flanders, her neighbors, about a haunted house and sold it to them.  Marge’s guilt makes her realize what a mistake she has made and quits her job as a real-estate agent.  This again illustrates the problem at hand, which is Marge’s unintentional adaptation to her home environment.  This environment is not designed to help make a successful real-estate agent, quite the opposite an honest nurturing wife and mother.


When Marge begins to loose her hair as a result of stress in the episode “Simpsoncalifragilisticexpiala (Annoyed Grunt)dious” the Simpson family has to hire a nanny.  This episode exemplifies the stressful every day job of the common housewife.  Even after the Simsons hire a nanny the problem is not solved.  Here we see Marge problem being elevated to the next level.  This level is where the mind starts to break down from stress.  This occurs for several reasons.  One, the repetitive tasks.  Two, the change from order to chaos.  And third the realization of the problem.


In conclusion Marge is a sophisticated woman who like all beings on this planet we call Earth need the opportunity to succeed in the domestic and the professional world.  The Simpsons portray that by showing how Marge switches between the two.
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