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Racial barriers that were engineered by the white supremacists during years of slavery and discrimination are still affecting the African American community at large in the present.  In this essay I will attempt to discuss and answer the question that is still asked today.  Is it possible to achieve racial equality?


What is racial equality?  I think racial equality is having equal opportunities.  Equal opportunity is the basis for all social growth.  Equal opportunity in many cases is the ability to achieve social stability.  Hence members of society have to be aware of their opportunities and exploit them in ways that will benefit them and in turn achieve social stability within the larger society.  Those who have social stability could soon gain social status.  Then those who have social stability and social status might become role models for future generations and inspire young children.  Those children are what determines the growth and success within that social group.

If the children are morally stable and educated than they will lead their social group to success in the future.  The way that W.E.B. Du Bois suggests that this circle or chain of events is established is for the talented tenth to educate the rest of their community by "I have already said that human education is not simply a matter of schools; it is much more a matter of family and group life-the training of one's home, of one's daily companions, of one's social class"(149).  What W.E.B. Du Bois states here is that book smarts are not the only thing that makes men, but also their family, companions, and their social class.  This idea is really important because this is where the secret to success lies.  

For example Butch Jones, a Detroit native, founded a drug cartel in Detroit, Michigan and made millions selling drugs on the street.  Was he successful?  If money and power were considered as successful than yes he was.  But if morality and humanity were concerned he would probably be public enemy number one.  Butch Jones is a man of little education and yet he made him self a multimillion-dollar business.  In his case, book smarts were of little importance.  What he used was his street smarts to construct and manage his drug empire.  Butch Jones adapted to his environment by using the skills he acquired when he was growing up in a similar neighborhood.  My theory is that people being part animals adapt to their specific environment with time.  Butch Jones grew up in a place where the only way to succeed in life was to live a life of crime, so he adapted himself to that specific environment.  

Another such adaptation is Bill Gates who has a similar multibillion-dollar business.  He has adapted his business skills and knowledge of computers to create a monopoly.  If you switch their places I think you would find that neither would succeed in the others place.  My point is that an environment change is almost impossible without the gradual adaptation and mutation of that person.  

The African American community at large lives in environments where violence, poverty, and drugs are an every day occurrence.  A child living in such conditions has no choice but to adapt itself to that environment.  A good example is the contrast of schools in different neighborhoods.  In neighborhoods where crime, violence, and drugs are a problem schools will have metal detectors, drug tests, and a substantial amount of security guards.

I believe that a person can achieve anything if he or she puts his or hers mind to it.  Good example here would be when Butch Jones decides to change his lifestyle. He states that, "got me this job workin' with this guy name Jimmy who owns a landscapin' business"(221).  This quote is a very good example of an environmental change.  He realizes that his environment was destroyed so he has to adapt to a new one. 


Education seems to be a really important part of our society today.  Education used to be learning to read, write and do simple mathematics but now with the rapid increase in technology, global interaction and trade, education has became a necessity that occupies almost half of our lives.  Today’s society dictates that a man without an education is a man without a future.  People start to feel shame that they are not in college and are currently working in low pay jobs.  Which increases the already existing gap between the social groups.  

Cornel West supports this assertion when he states that, "education was the key. Ignorance was the major obstacle-black ignorance and white ignorance.  If the black masses were educated-in order to acquire skills and culture-black America would thrive.  If the white elites and masses were enlightened, they would not hate and fear black folk.  Hence America-black and white-could be true to its democratic ideals"(60).  In this quote Cornel West describes the problem as he sees it.  The problem is that the black masses lack education and that the white masses lack enlightenment.  He is also confident that if you educate the black race and enlighten the white race than the two races will strive for common goals and work together to better themselves and their communities.  This would be true if not for our selfish nature.  Primal instinct can be hard to suppress at times that is why racism still exists today and I think will carry on to the future.


Today the African American race has equality in many respects but discrimination has taken its toll over the years and the black comminutes will need time to recover.  I think with much hard work and sacrifice the African American community will emerge among the others and compete with them to achieve success in America.
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