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Executive Summary:

My name is Rayhan and I am the elected leader for the Smart Home Group 3-2.  There are three other members in the group excluding myself and they are Vladislav, Phuc, and Adam.  This executive summary consists of an overall summary of our group project and the type of contributions made by each member.

Our report deals with new and innovative forms of smart home technology.  Our main focus was on the idea of having an Internet-enabled automated smart home.  We found that there were many companies and home network providers that offered this particular type of technology already.  But their present technology is very complicated to use, expensive, and its main module (which is the mainframe) takes up a lot of space and so creates a storage problem. So In our design proposal we proposed to modify this technology in efforts to make it simple, affordable, compact and more efficient.    

Each one of us within the group contributed greatly to the formation of this report.  The work within the report was evenly distributed amongst us.  I being the leader was responsible for typing up this executive summary, organizing the report according to the specified format, helping with the illustrations, writing the section dealing with the societal impact, and the conclusion.  Vladislav was responsible for writing the section within the body dealing with the existing technology, and more importantly for writing up the design proposal which our group agreed upon. Vladislav’s job was to discuss how the existing technology works, the plus and minuses of this technology and how we went about proposing our design to make things better and more efficient.  He was also aided in this write-up process by Adam, who was in addition responsible for writing up the introduction of our report, as well as constructing the illustrations (figures) used herein our report.  Phuc was responsible for writing the section within the body dealing with the cost analysis where he compared the cost of the existing technology to that of the proposed.  Phuc was also responsible for writing up the reference page, which included the sources we used.

Societal Impact:

As we can see the idea of an Internet-enabled automated smart home technology may seem far-fetched but isn’t too far off into the future.  That is why there are various companies and home network providers (some of whom are mentioned in our report) are ever so increasingly creating, refining, upgrading, and marketing their smart home technology.  All hoping to bring to you the consumer, power at your finger tips to have total control in and around your home.  All this advance technology sure seems good in all, but is it truly beneficial and how will this technology impact us in our way of living, and even our society?

Is it wise to turn the homes itself in to a computer system by which every device within can communicate with everything else?  Where you can control and automate almost everything from anywhere.  Are these manufactures anticipating that the typical homeowner or soon to be like yourself would be interested in such a product.  Why of course you will and so will everyone else because of many important benefits such as convenience, comfort, and most importantly control that it provides.  People appreciate anything the makes their busy lives more enjoyable, and such technology like that of the smart home can provide them with exceptional control and time management capability.  If you account for all the things and unexpected things one has to do and go through at work, school, or any where else, isn’t it is nice to know that when they return home they can rest assure that things can now go their way.  That they wouldn’t have to run around the house to turn on and off appliances, lights, controls, locate the TV remote and then endlessly flick through channels to find a desirable show or program, etc.  Due to the smart home system they can now have everything in their home be totally electronically organized, maintained, and systematically controlled by their PC, phone, or a simple palm remote.  They save time, effort and feel more secure within the confines of their own home.     

These types of emerging smart home technology will definitely make its mark in our society mainly because of the wealth of comfort, convenience and control that it brings right into our homes.  Will give homeowners power to stuff like never before, like have their refrigerator shop online, have their microwave download recipes, automated means of de-icing their sidewalks and driveway, see who is at the front door through their TV screen and then unlocking their door for guests, etc.  Further enabling homeowner to have total control and not feel captive or just a drone at the mercy of other.

Conclusion:
The smart home technology discussed here in this report is a definite solution for our problems and inconvenience suffered at home.  Thanks to these smart home technologies homeowner can enjoy a comfortable, secure stay at home and be able to have total control at their fingertips.  A main server linked smart home technology like these that control almost everything in and around the house will definitely be a standard in our near future homes.

